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The story of Mary Yilson Wallace, known as
"Ocean-rsrn Mary"

There is an interesting romance connected with Mary wilaou or
"Ocean-born Mary" as she wae usually called, which is one of the cherighed
traditions of Londonderry and Henniker, New Hampshire. In 1720 a company
of Scotch emigrants on their passage from Ireland to this country were
captured by pirates, who bound the officers and orew and proceeded to
plunder the ship. The captain while thus engaged came upon Mrs. Wilson
lying in bed with her newly born child. He roughly asked her, *Why are
you here?" She, very much frightened, showed him her baby's face. The
captein, who had a vife and farily, was very much moved by this incident
and sald, "If you will permit me to name the child, I will release this
ship and all on board unharmed.® She readily assented and he named the
child ¥ary after his wife and at once released the ship and all the cap-
tives, and ordered all goode and money restored. The astonished emigrante
feeling very grateful that their lives had been spared started on thelr
voyage. But much to their dismay the pirate captain wae seen returalng to
their ship. He came on board alone and presented the mother with eilk for
g wedding dresc for Mary. Pleces of thie silk dress can be seen in Henni-
ker and Londonderry today. Mary Wilson's father dled soon after they
landed in Boston and the mother brought her child to Londonderry, New Famp-
ehire, which had been thelir destination. For a generation the people of
Iondonderry held an annual Thankeciving in commemoration of the deliver-
ance_ n?® thie emigrant ban® fron the hande of the pirates. In 17&9 Mary

“1lson was married to James Wallace of Londonderry, vearing the silk given
her by the pirste as her wedding dress. Mrs., Mary Wilson ¥allace spent the
lagt days of her 1life with her oldect son, Robert Wallace in the town of ‘
Yenniker, and 2led there February 1%, 181& She is buried in Henniker.

The above ie a picture of the house at Henniker, New Eampshire, where
rne lived and dled, and a plece of her wedding dreee.

Robert ¥. 'Wallesce of Milford, Kew Hampshire, 1s the great great grtnd~
ron of Ocean cavn ¥Yary, and the ?zther of Edvard D. Wallace.



traditions of Londonderry and Henniker, New Eampshire. In 1720 a coapany
of Scotch emigrants on their passage from Ireland to this country were
captured by pirates, who bound the officers and crewv and proceeded to
plunder the ship. The captain while thus engaged came upon Mrs. Wilson
1ying in bed with her newly born child. He roughly asked her, "Why are

you here?" She, very much frightened, showed him her baby's face. The
captain, who had a vife and farily, was very much moved by this incident
and sald, "If you will permit me to name the child, I will release this
ship and all on board unharmed.* She readily assented and he named the
child ¥ary after his wife and at once released the ship and all the cap-
tives, and ordered all goods and money restored. The astonished emigrante
feeling very grateful that their lives had been spared started on their
voyage. But much to thelr dismay the pirate captain wae seen returning to
their ship. He came on board alone and presented the mother with silk for
g wedding dress for Mary. Plecee of this silk dress can be seen in Henni-
ker and Londonderry today. Mary Wilson's father dled soon after they
landed in Boston and the mother brought her child to Londonderry, New Famp-
eghire, which had been thelr destination. For a‘generation the people of
Londonderry held an annual Thanksciving in commemoration of the deliver-
snce n® thie emigrant ban? from the hande of the pirates. In 1782 Mary ]
“ileon was married to James Wallace of Londonderry, wvearing the "silk given
her by the pirete as her wedding dress. Mrs. ¥ary Wilegon ¥allace epent the
last days of her life with her oldest son, Robert ¥Wallace in the town of
Yenniker, and dled there February 1%, 1814, She is buried in Henniker.

The above if a pilcture of the house at Henniker, New Esmpeghire, where
rhe lived and dled, and a plece of her wedding dress.

Robert ¥. 'Wallace of ¥ilford, New Hampshire, 1s the great great grand-
ron of Ocean-torn Mary, and the father of Edward D. Wallace.
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