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OCEAIl-BORN-MARY s

On the village gresn of a small town in northern Ire-
land during the first part of the eighteenth century, a
group of youag people were making merry. The young men
were performing feats of strength, while the girls gatheretl
around and cheered their beaus, as each in turn ran, jumped,
or heaved a welight.

James Allyne, the blacksmith's son, being of massive
onuild, did not excel in these feats of agility or swift-
ness, but liked to 1ift the weights of iron and stone.

He outlifted his cempanions, much to the amusement of the
onlookers, and while they were complimenting him on his
great strength, they discovered that a stranger had an-
proached on horseback, who stopped to see the fun.

This stranger now dismounting from his horse, chal-
lenged James to a lifting contest, the winner to have a
kiss from the prettiest girl in the crowd. The black-
smith's son took up the challenge, for he being the strong-
est man for miles around, was confident that he would win,
and the girls laughingly agreed, that one of their numbor
would kiss the winner. -

James, thinking to put the stranger in his place, took
up one of the heaviest weights, and heaving it above his
head, smiled at the stranger. Unimpressed by this, the
stranger took up the wsight as though it were a mere play-
thing, and with little effort pushed it up to arm's length,
Then, letting it down, he quickly took another of the heavy
weights, one in each hand, and with a mighty hecave,

pushed them above his head. Dropping them to the ground
with a dull thud, he turned to James and said, "It's your
turn new; do that if you can." James, realizing that he

had lost the contest and ashahed that his friends should
sée him try and not make the 1ift, said that he had straincd
his arm and would not lift again.

The stranger turncd tg the girls and asked which onc
would pay the forfeit, but they could not decide and
laughingly urged one another to give the kiss, Seeing that
he would lose if he waited, he suddenly bent down and
plucked several stems of grass which he broke into uneven
lengths, Holding them so that the girls could not sec how
long they were, he told them to draw lots. Each drew a
spear of grass, and as they excitedly comparecd them, it was
found that Jane Rawson hcld the longest stem and she must
give the kiss.

# The names uscd in this story are fictitious,




The stranger stepped up to her, and taking her in his
arms, placsd A kiss full upon her lips. Janmes her beau,
started to prsvent this, but stoepped back as he rcalizad
that he had agreced to the contest.

At the invitation of the strangsr, they followed him
across tha graecn to the tavern for refrashments. Everyons
was curious to know who this stranger might be, and he dis-
¢loscd the fact that he was enry Cunningham, son of Sir
Charlces, who lived in the old mansion on the hill., = had
bocn abroad studying and had just raturned.

0ld Thomas, the portsp, recognized donry as he had knom
him sincce he was a 1littles boy, and at denry's remicst, fatcehad
dogan, the fiddler, to furnish music that thoy misght danen.,
During the dancing and merrynaking jan: and Henry quicly
bocams acquaintad, and aftor he found that she was the vil-
lage waaver's daughter, told her that he mist have gsoms
7oaving done and that he wonld sac haep soon. Then, bidding
the merrymakérs good-bye, he mountod his horse and galloped
up the road to the mansion on ths hills Janas, vaving her hand-
kKerchisf, falt that shs was about to embark upo2n an uUn-
known saoa of romance and adventure.

..............

The very nsxt day, denry mads a trip to the =woavers' and
there mot Jane again, {5 brought a pices of c¢loth of curious
weave, which his mothar had 1eft him, and wished to have it
duplicatad, Jane introducad him to her father, vho 7as very
glnd to do the waaving for the Cunninghans,

Tha days that followsd were busy oncs for Henry, for he
mist go daily to the weavers', ostunsibly to supsrintzond the
woaving, and incidsently to sse Jans., So it was not long
before the village gossips bsgan to wag their tonguss, and
finally word cam: to Sir Charles that his son was fraauenting
ths weaver's house, and that Henry and Jano ware gsssn walkine
togather in the woods,

Sir Charles did not put much faith in this gossip as ho
was surc that his son would do nothing rash; at least not
think of marrying a weavor's daughtor, ‘
dowever, the rumors bocame more persistant, and at length
Sir Charles summoncd denry to his study. Hd2 told Henr§ what
the village gossips wore saying and asked Honry if it waprs
true, denry replicd that it wasg tris, that Jane Rawson ~as
the nicest girl he had over known, and that he was going to
marry her. - So2ing that Henry was in cAarnsst, Sir Charlos
became very angry that his son should avon think of marrying
below his station in lifu.  And Henry, feeling that it was
of no usa to discuss ths matter furthsr, left his father alon~,

Aftar much thought, Sir Charles dicidnd that the best
thing he could do would b to get Henry away from the villag~
%O he dispatched A 1:ttor to London and saild nothing mor: to
denry.




Aboul a fortnight later, Henry was again summoned to
his father’s study, and harded a document, . This he rocad
slowly and in silence, Ti was a commission from the King,
cemnarding him to start on a socret wmission to France, at
snc.. denry, realizing that there was nothing to do but
obey, s2id that he would go, but resented that his father
should hawrs taken this means to separate him from Jane.
John, tha tallor's son, was delegated by Sir Charles to g0
with Henry as nhis sarvant.

Paczking completed, idenry hastencd to Jane to acquaint
har of his leaving. She took the news bravely and said
that shs weuld wait for him, but that he must write often.
This he promised to do, and at his departure, she gave him
a keepsaks, a token of her love. IV was a piece of ribbon,
of lovely design and heautiful color, which she had woven
with her own hands, And idenry, as hc kissed her good-bye,
vowed that he weuld always wear this Zeepsake near to his
heart, :
A few minutes later, the mail coach clattered up to the
tavern, and all was bustle and excitement. And shortly
after,; as it thundered down the strect with Henry inside,
he hored that his stay in France would be brief, and that
he would soon return to Jane.

SANECE U S R

During the waecks that followed, Honry had little time
to himsclf, but he wrote Jane as often as he could.

Janc could not make out the long words, and took his letters
Lo the village prias*, a kindly old man, who with great
gentleness read theso love epistles to har ., And he also
helpea her writc the answers.

As the days flew by and bacanms weeks, and the waosks
months, no word came from Henry as to when he would raturn,
Then the letters came less frequently, and at last, when
nene arrived, she felt that something had hapnensd to hinm.

A short time after, word was received at the village
presumably from Sir Charles, that Henry had been killed in
a ducl, in France, Oomeons had flung an insult at the King,
and Henry had challobged this person to a duel.

Jane secluded herself and would sca no one, hut as time
went on, her father and her friends persuaded her to go out
again, But shc was not the merry, carcefrcece girl she had
been., Sir Charlaes paid her a visit and tried to ma:s har
feel that Henry would have wished her to marry, and suggest-
ed that she marry James Allyne, as ho was a stalwart man
in the community. In fact he told her that if sho would
consent to marry James, that they would have the finest
wedding that the villags had ever seen, and a wedding trip,
At his oxpense, This sounded rather quesr to Jane, but she
thought that porhaps, aftar all, he was doing only what
Henry would have wichsd him to do.

James also had a4 visiy from Sir Charlss, and auickly




consented as he had always loved Jang, and a fine wedding
would give him prestige in thns communiuvy.

And so 1t was arranged that they would be married on a
certain day at the village church and start from the tavern
on their wedding trip.

Sir Charles loft nothing undonc to make this wedding a
success, and after the cercmony at the church, all the vil-
lagecrs ropairad to the tavern to celebratc in eating and
drinking. Az Jans and James startcd on their honeymoon in
one of Sir Charles' own carriages, shoas and rice wsrs
tvrown after them, and there was shouting and cheering as
they disappeared down the road, .

Sgveral hours later, as the mail coach rumblal up to
the tavern, the excitemcnt had subsided, and old Thonas
was gathering the shoss and sweeping up the rice. Almost
before the stage cams to a helt, the door was flung open
and out jumperd a young nan, 0ld Thomas looked up and
stared as if he hadl ssen a ghost. As Henry saw the ne-
culiar expression on the old man's facs, he cried, "Well,
Thomas, I'm home again, and this time to stay." 0ld
Thomas ceuld only stare and gulp, and as Henry saw the rice
and shoes, he asked,"What's this, a wedding?"

The old man could only nod his head, denry, thinking that
he had been drinking, paid no attention to his dumbness, but
but, asked, "And who were they lucky ones?" 014 Thomas at
last gulped out, "Jans and James." In a calm voice Henry
asked, "When did this happen?" "Not two hours ago," the
0ld man replied,

For a moment Henry scemed stunned. Then with a burst
of laughter which made the chills creep up the old man's
back, he cried, "Come everybody, we'll drink to the hcealth
of the bride and the groom." Henry led the way into the
tavern, and calling for drinks, threw down on the bar sever-
al gold pieces,

Jonn came in after he had seen to his masters' lug-
gage, and saemed to sense that somsthing was wrong.

Hoping to get Henry home, he said, "Sir Charlss will be ex-
necting us." ,

Then Henry holding his glass of liquor high above his
head, flung it to the floor with a crash crying, "To hell
with Sir Charles and the XKing too."  With that, hs strode
to the door, and with high pitched laughter that froze
the marrow of ones' bones, disappearcd into the dusk.

The villagers stood like statucs as they heard the sound of
galloping hoofs in the distancc.
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For several moments, John stood as though paralyzed; then
he came to life, Where Henry went , he must go. He rush-
ed out the doorwith the othors following, but the horseman
had disappearad, As quickly as he could, he sccurcd a
horse and followecd in the gsneral direction taken by Henry.

After riding soveral miles he stopned at a farm houus
ancd inquired if a horscman has passed some time before.
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The farmer replicd that a drunken man had galloped by,
laughing at the top of his voice. John, knowing that he
was on the right road foliowed, and from time to time in-
guired, receiving the same answers, Aftcr hours of riding
and in ths middle of the night, he arrived at his destination,
the nearest sea-port. Although he knew not wherz to look,
the waterfront ssemed the logical place, and there he went.

All the taverns were closeild eéxpect one, and from this
issued songs and ribald laughter,

John dignmounted, left his weary horse and peekad in at
onc of the windows. There he saw Henry in the midst of a
crowd of drunken sailors, singing at the ton of his voicse,

As he entersd, Henry spied him and told him he must
have another drink, and introfuced him to the sailors as his
man., Henry seemed somewhat dazed, and John felt that he
must somehow persuade Henry to return home,

Before John arrived, Henry had been performing feats
of strength, and the sailors in their admiration, began to
¢all him Captain, By now, the crowd was nepstty well under
the influence of liquor, and when Henry suggested that a
sea voyage night cool them off, they all agreed with drunken
leers, and eried, that if the Captain would lead them they
would follow him anywhere,

So he started for the door with the rabble at his heels,
bawling and shouting. John pulled Henry aside, and tried
to persuade him not to go with the rest, but Henry replied
that he was going on a voyage with his friends, and nothing
would stop him,

Reaching the shore, they found row boats, and taking
these out into the harbor where several vessels lay at anchor,

Henry commanded them to stop singing. Silently, they
approachad one of the black hulls, and swarmed over the rail.
Someone stepped on a sleeping sailor, who awoke with an oath.
This commotion brought out the Captain and the creow,
He demanded of them what they were doing on his ship.
Henry replied that he and his friends desired a sea voyage,
and as they liked the looks of his vessel they came on board
to take possession, The Captain, smelling liquor, orderecd
them off of his ship and told them if they did not go he
would put them off. As denry and his compantions laughed,
the Captain with an oath, startaed toward Henry.
As he came close, Henry grabbed him, and with a mighty laugh
heaved him over his head into the sea, In the general melec
that followed, all of the crew were c¢ither throwvn into the
sea or beaten into submission.

idenry orderad sails hoisted, and as there was a slight
brecze, the ship sailed silently out of the harbor, its
destination unknown,

EOE R T R K AR SR O

The next morning, Henry summonsd evepyone on Adeck, and
told them that they were pirates now, and soon a price would
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be put on their hecads, de said that if they woul:d folliow
him he wenld mAake them all rich men, but if anyonc did nct
wish to go on, ha would be set ashore, Howaver they checer-
ed and sworc that they would follow him to hall, John

could not understand this new Henry, such a change had taken
place in a day, but he mnst stay near him, and if oppeortunity
offered, porsuare hin to return hone.

de decided that as long as Henry followed this nefariocus
trade, he must do something to hide his identity, and began
to think of a disguise., At first denry refused, but at
John's insistance decided that he would take another name, as
why shounld he dishonor the Cunninghams.

John, who had read of pirates, suggested the name Pedro
as a good one, and Henry fell in with the idsa, So he told
his followers that from now on he would be Cantain Pedro.

As Henry's light complexion did not go wcell with the
nam¢ Pedro, John knew that it must be darkened. He remembsred
that the juice of the walnut produced a dark stain which
was difficult to remove, and at the first opportunity pro-
cured enough to keep the Captain disguised until the sun an?
wind should do their work,.

John then proceecded to make Captrin Pedro a plcturasgue
outfit, and being a tailor's son, and handy with the shsars
and np>d19 it was not long before Captain Pedro loo\nﬂ as
well as act@d the part,

Tall, rugged, dark complexionsd now, his dark beard
parted in the center and braided, sach ticd with a bhit of
red ribbon, gold earings in his ears and a red sash around
his waist, John kncw that no one wouldl take this farocious
looking plrato for Henry Cunningham, ide¢ gsnerally wore two
flintlock pistols in a sling, and later an enormous cutlass
which he alone could weild with great destruction.

The Captain commanded John to fashion an appropriate
flag, one of black with white sxull and bones, and a Crimson
H below. I% was not long hefore this emblem bheecams known as
the "Bloody H" by those who followed the ssa, As his ship
mist have an apnroprlatu name, he decided on the name,
"Rovenge", and this was painted in large white lettors on
the stern. :

The days that followed were a nightmare to John who was
a kindly soul ani could not bear to see the slaughter and
hear the c¢ries of the damned, At first h® could not stand
the orgy of blood, and went below decks until it was over.
By degrees he st@@l@d himself to the horrors of the tradc,
but never took part in them, and would have done sp only
to protect the Captain,

No quarter was asked or given, and the unfortunate
Captains, whose ships were capturad, expect no mercy.

From one of thesc captives, Capta1n Pedro learned that
the British Navy was hot on his trail, so he sct sail for
the Tropiecs, Spanish merchantmen ﬁorﬁ his special prey, an’
were as a rule rich prizes with cargos of gold and silver
bullion, jewcls and other precious stuffs. After th: capt-
ure and looting of a ship the troeasura was divided, the

6.
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4al-ing the lion's share, which was not to the liking of his
mon, but on acount of his great strength they were afrala
to remonstrate. The loot divided, drinking and gambling
started, arguments and fights took plaee, and the contest-
ants had to he separated by the Captain.

Tony, who had been their leader before the Captain ar-
rived was disgruntled at being displaced by Captain Pedro,
and lost no opportunity to discredit anything the Captain did.

As the treasure accumulated, Captain Pedro began to fear
that Tony might persuade his companions to steal it, so he
decided to bury it on an island near the New England coast.
Telling no one of his object, he set sail North.

On the wav up the Atlantic coast a rich prize was
captured, and after the loot had been divided, the usual
drinking and gambling began. All of a sudden the was a-
great uproar, with shouting and cursing. The Captain hasten-
ing to find the cause of this commotion, found that Jo,
Tony's brother, had been accused of cheating, and a fight hac
started. He separated the men roughly, Jo denying his guilc
and Tony taking his side. This being a serious matter, the
Captain said that he would hold court, that each side could
prcsent its caso.

As the men stepped forward and teld their version of
the affair, the Captain listened gravely, and now and then
asked a question. When all had finished, he stood for a
moment as if making his dicision. Then, is a firm harsh
veice, pronounced Jo guilty. The rest stood silent, Xnowing
that Jo would he marooncd, The Captain told them that they
had agreed to the punishment for cheating, and that Jo was
guilty. Lost he should try to escape, Capntain Pedro ordered
him put in tronsy and set sail for a small desolate island
far from the path of ships.

Several days later they arrived at the island late in
the afternoon, an Jo was put ashore against his will, with
a gun, powdler, and bullets, anl a jug of water. As the sun,
a firey ball, descended into the sea, Captain Psdro sailed
away leaving Jo to his fate, and John remarked that he had
scen the "Flying Dutchman" in that red glare.

EETE IR B R R N L

Returning from her wedding trip, Jane learned of Henry's
return to the village, and of his immediate departurs, No
one knew what had becomc of him, What the effect of this
news hadl been upon her was net known, as she never mentione?
the matter. :

One day months later, James told her that he had talked
with A man, just returned from New England, who said that
there were fine opportunities in the New World for thosc
who werc willing to work. Thesc glowing accounts fired
James' ambition to cmigrate to this new lan«d, and Janc rcead-
ily agreed, as she was willing to leave the village where
she has seen so much unhappincss,




So, in the spring of 1720, jane arnd James set sail) from
Londonderry on the good ship "Hope" with a party of Scotch-
Irish emigrants, bound for the promiccd land, In those days
of sailing ships, it was a long voyage across the Atlantic,
and to while away the time, Jane brought her spinning-whael
and loon. Thesec were set up, and as she was expert at spin-
ning and weaving, she taught the younger ones these arts.
Somctimes it was pPlain woolen homespun dyed with the walnut
bark, and at others it was an intricate design that only a
profaessional could weave, but always fascinating to the emi-
grants who knoew naught of the art of weaving, She soon be-
came A favorite with the bassengers, who liked to sit and
2088ip as she threw the shuttle back and forth, and beat the
weft with the heavy batten.

As the woeks passed and the ship came ncarer and nearcr
to the New England coast, the emigrants becamne gager to
land and be off to their new homes in the wilderness.,

On a lovely midsummer day, July 28th,, a daughter was
born to Jane and James, and there was mch rejoicing among
vhe emigrants, as they declarcd that this was a"Good Omen"
for thom all. They brought their humble gifts for this
paby girl.

Somc days later, as the breczo had almost dizd and
they werc making but little headway, a vessel wag spied on
the horizen, coming toward them, As thig vessel approached
the emigrant ship, to their consternation they bcheld the
black flag with its skull and bones and the "Bloody H"
beneath., They falt that their doon ¥Aas sealed, as they knsw
what to expect from the captain who sailed under that flag.

As the pirate ship slowly overhauleq them, many of tho
cmigrants knelt unon the deek and prayved, The captain told
the passengers and crew not tc resist, as it would be use-
less to fight the pirates, who were armed to the teeth.

When othe vassels were quite close together, several bhoats
wore saen pgntting of f from the Pirate ship. In the bow of
the foremos’: koat stond Captain Padro, a Bistol in one hanAa
and a cvtlass in the other, and ac tho boats came to the
ship's side, the cut-throats band clambered over the rail,
vhe Captain leading,

“he passengers and crev offored 16 resistance, and were
quickly bound. Captain Pedro demandad of the captain of
the emigrant ship if there was any run on board, and being
told that thers was, ordered his men nelow to feteh it,

As the thirsty band scrambled down to find the rum, Capt-

aln Pedro foldowed to see if therc wsre anyithing in this ship
worth taking. ihich to his disgust he founq nothing of valuc,
and as he was about to return on deck, he bushed open the
dcor to one of the cabins,

In the Aim light he saw a large framewopri of wood, and
walked over to sce what it night be. He found that it was
a loom and as hae pubbed his hand over the cloth, he stooped
to look morec closcly., He had a vaguc fceeling that he haAd
somgwhere seen such cloth, of peculair design, ani finalliy
1t came to him that it was the pattern Jane has WOVErn .
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As he ran his hand ovar the surface of the fabric, he
seemed to feel the prasence of somé&one in the cabin, and
turning, he saw in the uncertain light a2 form lying in a
berth, Crossing over to this berth, he saw a woman lying
there with her eves closed, and to his great astonishment
he recognized Jane.

As he gazed down at her, she opened her eyes, but did
not recognize this ferocious lpoking pirate captain as her
Henry. Recovering from his surprise, he asked groughly,
"Why are vou here?", and she pulled aside the covers dis-
closing the tiny form deside her.

Captain Pedro stood for kome moments in silence gaz-
ing at the little baby, then drawing nearer he asked, "A
boy or a girl?"

Jane replied,"A girl."

And again he asked, "Have you named her?" Jane shook
her head.

The Captain said, "If I may name her I will spare your
lives."

Jane replied, YYou may name her if vou wish."

So he leaned over the berth, and putting his largs
rough hand on the tiny head, softly pronounced one word,
"Mary", and a largc tear dropped from the Captain's eye to
the coverlet, ~

Héaring a commotion on deck, the Captain quickly left
the cabin, and was just in time to prevent the slaughter.
His companions had found the rum, drank a good deal of it,
and werc in a mood to kill the emigrants and scuttle the
ship. dowever, to their dismay, the Captain commanded
them to unbind the prisoners and to harm ng one.

This being contrary to the usual custom, they werse loath

to obey. At further command from the Captain, the rest

were unbound, but not until several had heen roughly hand-
led.

Captain Pedro quickly got both his companions and
the rum into his boats and rowed to his ship, much to the
joy of the emigrants and the ship's crew, Several of thenm
rushed down to tell Jane of their good Ffortune, and werc
much surprised to find that the pirate had named hsr baby
"Mary", and had agrccd to sparc their lives., This news
spread quickly over the ship and the emigrants crowded
into the small cabin to congratulate Jane and little Mary.

While this was occuring, a noise was heard on deck,
and word came below that the pirates were returning.

All were frightened, thinking that the pirate chief had
changed his mind, and that they would all reach .a watcry
grave. They hastened on deck again, leaving Jane and Mary
alonc in the cabin.

The pirates rowed toward the emigrant ship, but this
timc only one boait cams with Captain Pedro in the bow.

As all stood in silencs on the deck in groups, he c¢lambercd
over the rail followcd by ons ¢f his companions, who car-
ried several bundles. ¢ told th: Captain of the ship not
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to be alarmed:; thai he was bringing gifts for the baby.

Taking the bundles, he proceedod below and entered
the cabin, One of the bundles he unwrapped, displaying a
bolt of beautiful greenish silk with a small blue flower
brocaded upon it., Laying this on the boerth beside Jane
and Mary, hc said, "May this be Mary's wodding gown."

He then unwrapped the other bundles, which contained silks
and presents for Jane.

Jane,with tears in her oyes thanked him for thecse
gifts, and for sparing their lives, and thought to her-
sclf, that therc must bec some good even in a pirate.

She asked him why he led the life of a pirate and he replied
that he had been disappointed in a love affair. Then she
wanted to know why he did not quit this nefarious trade,

but he replied that there was a price upon his head, and

he could not stop now. g asked her where the eanigrants
were going, She told him that they were bound for a small
village in southern New England, where they had relatives
and friends.

She wanted to know his name, but he told her Captain Pedro
was the name he had taken, so as not to dishonor his family.

With this he left the cabin, and astounded the captain
of the emigrant ship by handing him several gold pieces as
payment for the rum he had taken., He was quickly rowed to
his ship, and as the breeze began to freshen, the pirates
disappeared and were seen no more. -

After the pirates left the ship, the cmigrants flocked
down to the cabin to see what gifts the pirate chief had
brought to little ilary, and greatly admired the silks.

They made a good deal of little dary, as they knew she had
saved their lives, and promised that they would all attend
he wedding, when she was married in the Pirate's silk.

Some time later, when Jane was able to be up and about,
she examined the presents more carefully, and unfolded the
bolt of beautiful silk which was to be ilary's Wedding Gown.
As the lovely silk was unfolded, she felt a rough’ place
among the laycrs of the silk, and on investigation, this
proved to bc a small bit of ribbon concaaled under several
layers of silk. This she took to the light and was amased
to discover that it was a piecc of the kacpsake which sho
has given Henry when he left for France.

So this rugged, ferocious looking pirate captain was
Henry, her former sweetheart; but of course she could not
have recognized him in that disguisec, There was nothing
she could do, so she kep this secrot to hersclf, wishcs
that shoc might have rccognized him at the time,

She remembered he had asked where the emigrants werc
going, and that she had told him to a village in southern
New England. Of course, it was too latec for marriagsc, but
if she could meet him again, she might persuadc him to give
up piracy, and settle down in New England.

Jane, however, kept hor thoughts to hersclf, and fin-
ally the good ship "Hope" reached Boston town with its lond
of emigrants, eagor to reach their new homes,
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They remained in Bcston town a short time, and there
James. contracted a strangs malady, Ihis came to a crisis
and he passed away in spite of ai that could be done for
him., After the funeral, Jane, siunned by the loss of her
husband, decided that she must proceed to her new home,
with Mary, -

R TR LN U L R

On returning to his ship, Captain Pedro decided ic
bury his treasure as soon as possible, Tony and scme of
the men were sullen at not being allowed to slaughter the
emigrants and scuttle the ship.

Some days later thev came to an island off the coast
of Maine and with John, Tony and several othecrs, Captain
Pedro buried the chests of treasure, Later in the after-
noon, as the sun was sinking, a ball of fire, John re-
marked that he again saw the "Flying Dutchman®,

The Captain laughed, as little he belisved in superstitions.

That night, the Captain was awakened by somszone
prowling about his cabin, Sceing a shadowy figure moving
towardshim in the moonlight, he leaped from his berth and
grappled with this man. As they wrestled about the cabin,
he saw the gleam of a dagger, and from the great strength
of his antagonist, thought it must be Tony trving to avenge
the marooning of his brother, During the struggle, the
Captain arrestced the dagger from his adversary, and it féll
to the floor with a clatter. They made considerable noise
during their struggle, and footsteps were hsard approach-
ing. dith a terrific wrench, the Captain's assailant
frced himself and rushed out of the cabin,

a few moments later, John and saveral of the others
rushcd in and the Captain quickly told them that somsonc
had tried to murder him, They climbod to the deck but
heard no sound. I'he Captain then summoned ths whols band,
but Tony did not raspond, The vassel was searched and a
small boat was found missing. And on account of the
darkness, it was impossible to follow Tony. On the floor
of the cabin was a jeweled dagger, which the Captain pre-
sonted 4o John, making him his nodyguard, which he was for
the rest of his life.

Captain fedro realized now, that he had an enemy
abroad and thc trceasure must bde removed to another placc.
This was dona the following morning, and then the Captain
gailcd south toward the Yarribean Saa,

0t M
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Janc and Mary traveled with tho gnigrants over the
rough trails, and aftcr somc hardship arrived at their
new Home.

In those days there was much work for willing hands to
do, and Jane tricd to hide her sorrow and give her love to
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little Mary. The villagores troated her kindly and she was
ablec to supnort herself and sary by ner skillful spinning
and weaving, as in the Naw England climata there was much
need for warm woolen cloth. som: of the wall-to-do order-
c¢d fancy cloth, and thorc was never a time that she did

not -have an audience of intorasted spcetators, who watched
hor deft and skillful movements and saw the intricate pat -
tern grow thread by thrcad, All day long could be heard the
whir of the shuttls and the thump of the battsn as it heat,
the threads into the wab of. cloth., And passecrsby wowld
stop to greet her, and talk the gossip of the villagec.

Little sary was, of coursac a favorite, and svery year
a grecal cclebration was held in the village on her birbhe-
day, as that day was also the important day in the livos
of tho emigrants. They brought hor gifts of clothes, and
toys and choic: things to aat, And had Janc let her, she
would have caten herself sick, .

As the years rollaed by, Jane,badng a comely womarn, had
many admirers, and several suggested that she marry again,
so that littlc dary would have a step-father, But Janc,
now that she was freec to marry again, thought of Henry's
rcturning, and waitced year after vyear, hoping that some
ncws mwould come from hin.

Finally a rumor rsachad the village, that Captain Pedro
had bcen killed in a sca battle with a ship of the British
Navy, ‘

About this time the scttlors were hard Prossed by the
Indians, and several massacres oceurrcd in nearby villages.
This sct Janc to thinking that she and Mary should have a
man in the house to protect them, and now as ﬁenry was gone
foraver, never to return, she marrioed again,

The years quickly folloed cach othor, and Mary grow up
into a strong, rugged girl with auburn hair and groconish
eycs, strongly rescmbling her mother,

The Indians came near from time to time but thcy ncver

attacked the village, though there was always the threat
of their doing so.

One day a man dressed in the garh of the sea, appeared
in the village, and inquired for Jane Allyne., de was told
that her husband had died some years hefore and that she had
married again, On being directed to her house, where he
found her, she was verv much surprised to sse him, as he was
none other than John, When she had recovered from her sur-
prise,she as<ed him what brought him there, and he renlied
that Captain fedro had sént hin with presents for dary and
hersclf, ‘

She was stunned at this new blow that fate had delt -
her, and told John that the rumor has beon Soread, that
Captain Pgdro had baoen killed in an encounter witt a naval
vessel., John then told her about a hattle in which the
Captain had boen seriously Yyounded, and how they escaped to
southern waters where they remained for S&veral years,

He said that the Captain never tired of talking of her and
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little Mary, eand would have come MNorth sooner, but the
British Navy had too many ships along the coast.

He said that the Ceptain had changed greatly since he
had captured the emigrant ship and named Mary, and that it
vas John's opinion that from the time the Captain left Ire-
land until he came into the cabin upon that fateful day, his
mind had heen unbalanced; he had been a little mad. Anyway,
he had changed after that, and never took a life except in
self-defence.

He told her of Tony's attack upon the Captain's life,
and that es his life was alweys in danger, he had two body-
guards, one of which was John. -

After giving them the presents from the Captain, which
were much admired, John departed leaving Jane much depressed.
From time to time John appeared a2t the village bearing gifts
for Mary and Jane. :

When Mary was about twelve years old, Jane had a feel
ing that her time on this earth wes short, and on John's next
visit she told him that she wished to see Captain Pedro
again defore she died.

Later, one stormy night, Captain Pedro arrived at the
viilage, accompanied by John, and there met Jane again, the
first time since he had captured the ship and named Mary.

e was very much pleased to see them, =nd remarked how much
Mery resembled her mother. Jane implored him to give up
piracy and to return to the country, there to live the 1life
of a country gentlemen. After some argument he finally con-
serted, and told her that should snything happen to her he
would sce that Mery was well carcd for. As Janc bade the
Captain good-bye, she felt that she would never see him again,

On John's next visit to thc village he learned of Janc's
death and of Mary's engegement to a young Scotch-Irish emi-
grent. John assured her that both he snd the Coptain
would attend her wedding.

M3 M oM
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In 1742 Maery was married in the famous pirate!s silk in
the village church, Captain Pedro end John attending. They
were dressed in the costumes of the seca which greatly con-
trasted with those of the villagers. Mery was a picture in
the beeutiful greenish silk, with her suburn hzir and green-
ish eyes. The Captain presented her with a crystal neck-
lace as her wedding present, which was greatly admired by all.
Only John and the Captein knew that this necklaee, supposedly
crystal, was of real diamonds, and of tremendous value.

During the great celebration, which was the largest the vil-
lage hed ever known, Mery wes deluged with prcsents from her
friends and those who hed been passengers on the emligrant ship.

The Captain told Mary that he plenned to retire to the
country when he could find & location which would remind him
of his old home in Irelend. ' ’
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As the years passed, several sons were born to Mary, anc

_ from time to time John ceme bearing gifts from the Captain.

She was always anxious for news of the Captain's country
estate, and John supplied her all the details.

Some time before, the Captain had followed the Merrimac
Tiver up to a small branch called the Contoocook, and along
tnis small river searched for a likely spot for his estate.
He found a lovely place on a high hill overlooking the sur-
rounding country, and decided that here he would spend the
rest of his days.

He secured a grant of thousands of acres of land, the
Crown willing %o grant him the land and give him a pardon
on his promise to retire from the sea.

" " He then sent his chief ship-carpenter across to his old
ancestral home to draw plans, so that he might have a man-
sion similar to that of his ancestors. He brought his fol-
lowers, his negro slaves, and his ship-c¢ arpenters to this
lovely spot, where they cleared the land and begarm to cut

. timber with which to build the mansion. Temporary lcg

cabins were bullt for them to live in while the timber and
lumber was cut and seaspned. It was many months before the
mansion could be erected.

A clay bed was found and kilns built in which to fire
the brick for the two massive chimneys. A blacksmith
shop was set up for the forging of the necessary nails and
hardware.

On the cleared land, ledges of granite were found,
from which were split gheat slabs to form the foundation
and steps of the mansion.

As the work was progressing, word reached the Captain
that Mary!s husband had died, leaving her alone with her
yotng children. He now hastened wc.k on his estate, and
sent word to Mary by the faithful .fuy. taet he would come
soon to fetch her to her new hore.

At last the mansion was compliche =ad furnished, ready
for the house warming.

The with John and several of his trusted followers,
he went with coach esnd autriders to bring Mary and her
children. :

When they arrived &t the mansion, they were greeted
by & large throng of people, the sailors in their garb of
the sea, the negro slaves, the cousbsy folk for giles
around, end a group of friendly Indians.

For sever~+ uays they sang, danced, and feasted, and
while Ma?y and the -~hildren enjoyed 1t immensely, she felt
that if only Jane had lived to be there their happiness
would have been complete. :

The Ccptain realized that before he could settle down
to the life of a country gentleman, he must bring his
treasure from the coast where it was hidden, to his home
where he could guard it.




So, taking John 2nd 1is other body—guard also several

hie followers he procedded wita coach and four to tae
COcSt- After much hard traveling, they returned one dark
nigiit with the treasure in 2 stecl bound chest. Thc Captai
decided that the cheet must be buried before morning, so ae
gd&ve 2is followers plenty of rum, with the exception of ais
body~guerd. As taey were 2ll tired out after taeir long
2cré trip and drowsy withk rum, they soon fell into & sound
sleep. ‘

pIn the middle of tue night when nll was quite, C=otain
Pedro a2nd the body-guard carried the heavy chest from its
‘place of concealment in tie house and set it on the zround.
Then, after orocuring a candle lantern and a spade, tacy
started round the corner of the house, carrying tis heavy
chest between then.

Mary was awakened from some unknown cause, and hcaring
footsteps below, descended to the first floor. From one of
the windows she saw shadowy forms moving past the house
carrying scmething heavy. She was curioue to knovw what was
going on, and stepped out of the door to follow as taey
tu ned at thc corner of the house. There, she stonoed and
looking around sav the two figures striding across tae field
wit: their heavy burden. Shs aeard a voice counting, =s
though pacing off the distance. , :

"It was & stary night, and looking up she wss surprised
to see that they vere valkinv alrectly toward the North Star.
Following at a °afe dlStunCG, ghe could still aear the
monotonous counting.

At last the figures stopped. Set their heavy burden
dowvn and started to dig a fairly deep hole by tae 11g“t of
thae lantern. Mary saw them lower the chest, for now she
knew that was what they had been carrying. From tae size of
the figures she knew that it was Captain Pedro =nd his body-
guard.

After the chest had been lowered =nd while the smaller
figure was gtill in the hole, she saw a rudden moyoment of
the larger figure, heard a dull thud, but notning moro. The
remaining figure began to fill up the hole, and Kary zushed
back to the house.
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The next morning, Captain Pedro's body-guard was miseing,
and 2e told them that he had been sent on a mission. lMary
snly knew the truth, and she also knew that it was taec custonm
of pirates to always leave a spirit to guard their treasure.

%ith his treasure where he could always watch it, tae
Captain now settled down to live.thc life of = countay
sentleman end manage nis estate. He provided bountifully for
Mrry, end her sons grev up to be sturdy men in the comnmunity.
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Life at the mansion was pleasant. With its routine of
work, Mary managing the household while the Captain sat in
the sun and smoked with John and ponder over the events of
.1is adventurous life. .

He liked to tell Mary of his exploits on the sea, and of
the time when he captured the emigrant ship and named aer,
vhich seemed to e a turning point in his life. He and Joan
would spend hours talking over those sea battles wit: waich
had made the Captain famous, or infamous as one looks at tae
matter. With Mary's advice he tried to help the unfortunote,
and do good with his ill-gotten wealtnh.

Many travelers on the Post Road stopped at tae mcncion
ané were entertained, as it wac the rule that no one siould
be turned away who needed food or saelter. They were sur-
prised to find such a fine ecstate in the wilderness, and the
Captain took great pride in showing them about.

It was a typical sea captain's house. Large, four-
square high-posted, with hipped roof, and painted red vich
waite trimmings and green doors. The large mansion witn its
¢lls and three great barns was framed with massive timbers
ant. fastened with oak pins. It had four entrances. One at
each side. The massive loors being hung on long strap ainges,
eacia running the full widta of the “oor. The hinges on the
front door, however, were of tae cranc type, it beiny much
larger and heavicr than the rest. All tae doors had the
"Double-Cross Witcn-doors", as they were called, as it was
taought that these crossce would keop the witches from enter-
ing.

The wnite and bluc room, naneled in wood, on its Xorth
eide, had cdeep cornices and bluc pancls painted on tac
- plastered walls; cach with a buff stripe and with blue
stenciled border at the too.

The large twenty-four light windows had real glass
brought from the coasgt, so that Occan-Born-i¥ary would be the
first woman in this vicinity to have glass in the windous of
ner home.

The staircase in the front hall, perhaps the fincst
picce of workmansnip sbout tne manesion, had delicately turncd
spindles and a very nigh rail, to remind the Captain of the
rail of his ship. This lovely stail-case was encloged in fine
ornecling and was much admired by all ~ho saw it.

Primeval pincs furnished long vide boards for thae 7rins-
coting and paneling.

Inside shuttere, those sliding into the wall, —crec nlcced
on £11 the windows of taue first floor, perheps anotiaer
rcminder of tae Captain's eiaip.

All tite floore were laid =s were shipe decks, =nd in the
kitchnen with its waseive fire-placc and brick oven, tuc Tloor
vas slanted like = ships deck from tac great acarta-stone to
tiac outer wall. Also wezre the door and window framcs slented,
and the Gaptain nlways felt more 2t home in this room. ’




As befitting a country estate, a compartment was bulls
into one of the large chimneys for the purpose of smoking
noms and bacun. The massive box--lccks with their oval brass
knobs were a mark of werlth. ’
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One day a traveler stopped and after being fed, told the
C-ptain that he was an astrologer and would like to wead the
Captain's chart. The Captain was interested, as was every-
one, and give the astrologer his birth date. With this in-
formation, he erected a chart of the heavens at tac time of
the Coptain's birth and proceeded to read it. Much to the
Captain's surprise, tiue astrologer told him of his eventful
1ife, of his good fortune or bad, and his love affair waich
turned out so disasteriously. The astrologer now said that
ne would look into the future, and progressed the Captain's
chnart. He studled this in silence for some time, and tte
Saptain growing impatient asked if there was anytaing wrong.
At lzst the astrologer replied that the Stars indicated tual
the Captain would meet with a violent death, some years henc-
He could not be sure of the year, but in the not far off
future, the Captain's Star would be in the eight mansion, th:.
mancion of death, and badly afflicted by Mars, the war lord,”
from the twelfth mansion, the mansion of enemies.

The Captein laughed and replied that he =till nad ais
cstrength and hie mighty cutlass. He could still protect
nimeelf, and he had the trusty John always near aim. John
reroved the jeweled dagger from the vlace where ac had
always kept it, and told them that he had never had
ocesssion to use the dagger in defence of the Captain and
hoped he never would. Everyoue laugied, though Mazry could
sze that the astrologer's pradiction nad effected the
Captain, but she rslied on John ano iis dagger to see that
no uerm came to him.

As the years rolled Ly the astrologer's prediction did
not come %o pass and was forgotten. The Captain became &n
0ld man, his gray hair turned white, and his great strength
began to leave him. The faithful John, he too, =an old men
by now, was always near his master, and they spent tae 20ure
tozether smoking and talking over old times.

John always reproached nimself, and felt that he mizht
have done something to keep thae Captain ifrorm vecoming =
pirate, but Captain Pedro told nim it was destiny; it was in
ris stars, it hed to be ard nerhops arfter all it was best.

‘ He did everytaing possible to make life happy for Iery.
did for her as he would nave done for Jane.

Late in the afterncon on & beautifui zutumn day, waile
Mary and the Coptain were walking in the fields, Mary calle:
nis attention to the sunset. The sun, 2 ball of fire, was
ginking beyond the distant hills, and as tae Captain turned
and saw it, he gan an exclamation, "The Flyinz Dutcaman'.
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Mnzy wanted to know if anything was wrong, out the Captain
would only tell aer that it was o bad omen. Mary lauzhed,
out caw that the Captain was cffected by this superstition.
On returning to the mansion she told Jonn of tiais, and he toc
scemed to taink it a bad omen, but told her that he would
watch tae Ceptain, that no harm mizht comc to aim.
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The next afterncon whilc the Captoin was taking ais
crnoon nap, Mary called John, who was with him, to co an
and for her. On recturning & few moments later, Joun
found the Captain missing. He rushed back to Mary telling
agr. She, tainking of the bad omen, told Joan to go in one
direction and she would go in another; they must find the
Coptain.

John ran out at the side to the barns, while Mary sushed
to the back of the aouse and down to the grove behind, =
favorite walk of the Coptains. From a distance she saw tvwo
figures moving among the trces, and as she drew nearer sov
that it was the Captain and another old man fighting with
cutlasees. As thc autumn Bunlight illuminated the gorgeous
folicge, she could sce the figures lunging and slashing, the
2lint of the steel flashing in the sunlight. Realising that
gshe was powerless to stop thie figat, she turned and fled
to the uouse for John. Ae she drew near tie house, Joan
appearcd and Mary, now quite out of breath, stopped and
nointed toward the grove. John sensing that taere wae
trouble, rushed prst ucr, Mary following as quickly as ghe
coulds ,

As John drew near he saw th~t thc two old men were
ncarly exhausted, but beforec he could reach them, tae Cop-
taints antagonist lunged forward and thrust his cutlacss
tarough the Captain's body. As ae tried to recover, Joun
Greppled with him, and with his jeweled dagger Killed Tony,
~ond avenged the death of his master.

The Captain was mortally wounded, and John and Xazry
knew tuat he had only a few moments to live. He told them
not to worry, as e wae going to a better world wisre ¢
would see Jane again and would be waiting fox them. He began
o talk about his trcasurc, but haod become so weakencd tiat
2c could not proceed. Then with 2 gasp, he expired in Mary$
ATIE . '

He was taken to the Blue Room where he would lic in
cgtate until the funeral. Word of his death quickly spread,
~ad the country people flocked to the mension to mourne the
death of the Captain, ac he h2d done so much for taem. When
cae mansion was built, o tomb had been constructed under tae
grect nearth-stone ih one of the kitcaens, and this massive
stonec ves raised as properations were rnade for thae funeral.

The funeral of thc Captailn, an impressive affair, vwee
nttended by n thiong of country folk for miles around, ~nd
mony friendly Indians. They 2ad known the Captain as o
kindly gentleman, retired from tae sea, but knew not tint he
~od been a famous piratc. :
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The Captain was lowered into his fomb, with his mizhty
cutlaes and his black flag, miaiech he brought with him from
~ the sea, was wrapped around him. John having no more use for
- the jeweled dagger, placed it upon his breast. Then the
- massive stone was lowered, and the Cantain, after a long
= and adverturous life, lay at peace with the world.
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After the Captain's death, John spent much of his time
in the kitchen, sitting on the settle near the great :earth-
stone. Mary found him mary times talking to the Captain, and
Joiin told her that the Captdain would come soon to fetch him.
Mary tried to console him, but she knew that he would never
be at peace until ne had joined his master. The otihers
thought these conversations only the babblings of an old man.

One night late in October, Mary was awakened by the -
sound of hoofs and the rumble of wheels. Looking out of her
bedroom window, she saw a ghostly stage~coach come down the
aill_and pass the mansion. It stopped at the well near tae
apple tree, a white figure opened the door, another one got
in and the coach rumbled on again down the road.

The next moraning John was found dead in his bed, and
Mary knew that the Captain had come for his old friend. '

Though the loss of the Captain and Joan saddened Mary,
she knew that she must carry on, as snc still nad her sons
and her zrandciildren.

From time to time as she needed funds, being a strong
anc sturdy woman, she dug up the chest and removed enough to
satisfy the needs of her family, but told no one from waence
the money came. .

Her sons arose to high positions in the community, and
when the Revolutionary War began, they were commissioned
officers in the Continental Army, one a Major and another a
Captain. They gathered men to fight and drilled them on the
nill above the mansion. Their training complete, they were
off to Tar, returning from time to time on short furlougas,
Her sons away, Mary managed the estate, and felt taat the

' Captain was always near to guide her. The War over, her sons
returned, and a great celebration was held.

Though Mary told no one of tae treasure, she planted
trees, elm trecs, to mark it, as the Captain had told -her it
was always thc custom of pirates to mark their treasu~zc. She
made a diagram which she hid in a sccred compartment of her
desk, but felt that she would tell her sons if anything

.remained in the chest.before she died.

T Every year Mary's birthday was celebrated. 1In 1800,
when she was eighty ycars old, she painted the American Eegle
on the large panel over the firc-place in the Blue and Taite
room, and thence forth, it was known as the "Eagle~Roon™.
Sixteen stars were painted above the eagle, and sixteen
stripes on the shicld,tinere being timt many
union at the time. o S
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Mary traveled about the country in her coach ani foux,
bringing gifts to those who were ill, and helping her less
= fortunate countrymen, with money taken from the freasure
chest. _

Every ycar at Thanksgiving, when the harvest had beoen
finiencd, tacrc was fcastinz at thc mansion.

As the yecars flcw by, and :ary becawe nincty ycars of
age, sinc spent most of her waking hours in the Zaglo-Ioon,
at acr cdeosk writing a diary of acr lifc. And =2e she would
eit thcre writing, and would hcar the door latch 1ift, shc
knew tac Captain was ncar.

Farly in 1814, hcr nincty~fourth yecar, lMary folt that
ner time on carti was ncarly over and that she must tcll hor
gsons of the trcasurc left in the choest.

So, on Fcbruary thirteenth, she summoned them to her bed-
sidc in the Eaglé. She told them that she heard the rumble
of wheels and the beating of hoofs on the ground, but as the
: grounc was covered with a deep blanket of snow, they knew
g tais must be an hallucination. .

: They raised her so that she mizht see from the window.
Now, unable to speak, she raised her hand and pointed toward
aer desk near tine window. At the same moment, tae sun long
obscured, flashed out in sudden glory and flooded the room ,
with light. Mary, without another sound, fell back to breath
no more. Although she could not speak and tell her sons of
the treasure, she had pointed to her desk where the secret
was hidden, but her sons thought that she had only pointed to
the sunlight. .

There was great sorrew at the mansion and the whole
surrounding country mourned her death. M:=ny were the people
who came to see her as she lay in the Fagle-Room.

The snow filled roads were cleered with massive plows
pulled by many yoke of oxen, and her grave vas dug by the
negro slaves, in tie frozenground on the hill overlooking the
mansion.

Late one afternoon, by the light of pinc torches, the
funeral proccssion started from the mansion. The black
draped beir, carried by negro slaves, sileatly wound its way
up the hill, followed by a long line of mourners. In the
weird light of the flaring pinc knots, Mary was laid at rcst
in the family burying ground, and the mourners zecturncd to
thc mansion.

Suddenly a door was flung opc¢n, and in rushed an old
negro, wild ecyed and trembling. When he had becn calmed
enough to speak, he said that hc had just secn a white coach
drive down the road with Mary and Captain Pedro inside, and
John outside driving,

The treasurc was nover found, nor ware Mary's famous
wedding dress, crystal nccklacc, and the diary of her life.

Tae following yecar her son, tac Major, whilc dizccting

? the slaves in the field beaind the mansion, was taroun from

L - is horsc and killed.
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As the vecars rolled by, Mery's other sons docided o
leave the ﬂ&lclOﬂ 2nd 1t was soXd. ,

Then from timec to time, it changed nands, and as %a
alstory of the maansion and tac story of Ocecan-Born-liary
faded in the pasging ycoars, it was sadly nc glcctod

But, cven in ite ncglected condition, the bol“lts of
Coptein Podro and ucbad—Bo nyuury llng rcd ncar it, ~nd
prcvented its destruction, =nd it is said that tney will
alneys romain ncar tac old monsion which they loved so well.

Of tac treasurzc, it is eaid that at the proper time,
som¢ one Will bo led to it, somc one wio will usc it for good
PUIDOE LS.

Ag the yczrs flew fastcr and faster, and generatlon
followed generation, the Story of chanyBorn—ha fadcd away
in tac distancc and at last becamec a legend.

The End

NOTE: If thc provhnesy is fullfilled and the treasurc is
found, 2 scqucl will be written, telling the dotnils of
ite finding andc disposal.
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