


EARLY HENNIKER LIBRARIES

On November 30, 1803 an act to incorporate the proprietors of the Social Library of Henniker
was passed. Joshua Darling, Robert Wallace, Jacob Rice, and Jonas Bowman therefore became

the founders of the first library in Henniker. “The Only Henniker on Earth” researched and written by the
Henniker Historical Society, Henniker History Committee, 1980, pg. 102.

In 1866 another library association was formed serving the many young ladies and gentlemen
of town, it was supported by donations, levees, and purchases. “Although quite prosperous for
a while, it soon saw the need of a fund to assist it...for the want of which the association
became extinct, and the books were scattered.”

History of the Town of Henniker by Leander w. Cogswell, pg. 471.
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TUGKER FREE LIBRARY
OUR STORY BEGINS...

In1902 George Tucker, formerly of Henniker then residing in Bradford
visited Henniker for Old Home Days. Mr. Tucker;, having never marriedand
witha highloving regard for his native town..was always present upon such
community-wide occasions. Heamassed quite afortune by hisstrict
attention tobusiness and having only one brother, nosistersornear
relatives the peaple of Henniker were happily suprised toleam shortly
after hisdeath on Octaber 21, 1902 that he donated a substantial portion of
hiswill for the “erection of a stitable building tocast nat lessthan $10,000
nor nore than $14,000, for the maintenance of a library therein, to be known
as Tucker Freeibrary’. Thisgift wasaccepted by thetownat itsannual it
meetingin1903. |




“Hennikerto become passessed, in due course of tine, of one of the finest
library buildingsinthis section of NewHanmshire’

“After Llooking about the village.. library building which should best
acconmodate all the peaple of thetown and at the same time be an attractive
spat, centrally located, where people passing in and through town would be
suretoohserveit, would be upon the land owned at the time of hisdecease by
thelate HramRice" £
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Photo #2 Description: Town gathers to lay the corner stone and place the time capsule (see
Appendix E for article describing event). Photo taken: August 17, 1903, Henniker Historical
Society Archives. Digital file name: HENOO14_02, Direction: Facing south east.
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WARRANT ARTICLES ACCHPTING BERLEST, FORMATIONOFBOARD LETTER
READ ABOUT THELANDGIFT, LIST OF BULDING COMMITTEEMEMEERS
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(UPTO DATE IN EVERY WAY|

‘A;‘propr ate Exerclses Were Held Yes- ||
| terday in the Congregational Church ||

\ —Full Orchestra  in  Attendance—

{ Many Speakers Gave Addresses and

Vocal Selections Were Rendered.




HIGHLIGHTS OF GEREMONY

Formal dedication cerenony, 9/22/1904 at the Congregational Churchwas well attended, and by the end of the

selectionby the archestra, extra seats were being placedin the aisles and the gallery was gpened toacconmodate

the crond

Speecheswere touching sentimental, filled with adoration.

Col. LW Cogswell delivered an histarical addressinwhich he gave the story of the inception, founding and

organization of thefirst Henniker free public library.

AE Rllsbury of Boston made an address which covered nore thanan hour-

Joseph B Walker of Concord read several letters fromout of town people whowere expected but did nat attend 5
“It wasjust aninspiration” Rev. NF. Carter stated of his dedicatory hyrm




s GREAT GOD, OUR FATHER, IN WHOSE EVES
OUR BEST ENDEAVORS SEEM SO SMALL
T0 THEE SHALL GLAD THANKSGIVING RISE
IN GRATEFUL ANSWER TOTHY CALL. |,

THE GRATITUDE AND DREAMS FOR THE LIBRARY TO COMING GENERATIONS WAS
ECHOED INTHE SONG OF DEDICATION WHICH WAS COMPOSED BY REV. N.F. CARTER, :
A HENNIKER RESIDENT WHO WAS A MASTER CARPENTER, LEARNED EDUCATOR, =
POET AND MINISTER. THIS SONG WAS PRESENTED AT THE DEDICATION CEREMONY
ATTHE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, SANG TO THE TUNE UXBRIDGE.

The Union, Manchester, NH Friday, September 23, 1904.




66 TJHIS TEMPLE REARED BY HUMAN HANDS
FOR WISDOM S TREASURES OLD AND NEW,

MORE PRECIOUS FAR THAN GOLDEN SANDS,
THE WISDOM OF THE GOOD AND TRUE




L WEDEDICATE TO THEEIN LOVE
BY GRATEFUL SPEECH IN SONG AND PRAVER,
ACCEPTIT FROM THY THRONEABOVE

AND EVER HAVE ITIN THY CARE. it




i« ASIONG ASAGES COMEAND 6O,
BOURNE ON, ON TINE'S UNTIRING WING,

MAY LEARNING'S RICHEST BLESSINGS FLOW
FROM THIS ITS PURE PERENNIAL SPRING. ,,




HERE GLADLY MAY THE OLD AND YOUNG
COME AS COME BEES 70 SUMMER HIVES;
HERE MAY THE DONOR S PRAISE BE SUNG

INRICHER, NOBLER, GRANDER LIVES!  »




REGCOGNIZED AS COMMUNITY RESOURCE

TUCKER FREE OVER TIME 5




Thuswasinitiatedin Henniker; the use of the Tucker Free Library — a monument, landmark, and record of freedomof thought.
Thebuildingitself hasthe style of the early twentieth century, public edifice- salidly constructed functional, attractive, and appropriately spacious.

Afunctional hall and central labby with displays onthe right are the early historical room- nowtransfarmedintothe children'sroom-and the smell areasfor librarian office
and deskk ahead are the book stacks tothe left isthe confortable reading and referenceroom

Quickly thisareawithitsbeautiful hearthand mantel, its wide windows became a second display place.

Anopenattic, still unfinished, suggests possible expansion It is nowused far storage of suplusbooks callections
antiques.

Thishistory of the Tucker Free Library was written by Willa Bighamand published for the dedication
of the FrancisLane Childs Hstorical Roomon Noverrber 8, 1969.




EXTERIOR TRANSFORMATIONS OF BUILDING

TUCKER FREE OVER TIME




THE GEM OF HENNIKER







| Recognlzed 2015
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INTERIOR TRANSFORMATION OF BUILDING

TUCKER FREE OVER TIME




7/21/27 Hen | Kerr’s Paragraph... “ a group of sunmer guests
fromNewLondon notored hereto see the exhibition..They were
Northanpton, Mass pegple sunmmening..and were unreserved in
their praise of building and museum”
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“Uhlike somelibranesintowns of samilar
gze It wasonginally planned and bult
for future expansion whenthe need
became apparent.”

Duane Sanborm, Concord Daily Monitar, Tuesday, January 31,1967.
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Henniker  needed . antique Town memorial, The barn jhas n a r I S
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a bam to provide them. The original bam on the Rice.

room, which will be dedicated homestead. Calvin Tucker and U
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Historical room in Library "~
gets antique hand-hewn beams

Town historical collection, is beexnmd plast
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Calvin Tucker and George Sanborn help direct operations of the | b 2 H k

gigantic crane belonging to Ronald Garrison as it wrecks the 200 3 17 c? R T e n n I e r.

year old barn belonging to Merele Patenaude, beams of which will s 3 ST AR PR

be used in the Francis Lane Childs Historical Room.




Examples of brickwork & masonry of the period of 1903.
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Joshua Colby, 2019
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THAT'S WHERE the new floor is going. Helene - installed in the Tucker Free Library.
Dermon indicates here where the new floor will be : i - ?
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A GOMMUNITY RESOURCE

TUCKER FREE OVER TIME s




“Don‘t forget to tell newcomers in town
about the library & invite them to use It

1973, Town Report







Sunmrer Reading, 1970
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From Mentalists to Magicians, Mushers to
Mountain Climbers, Musicians to Muppets all
ages are engaged at TFL!
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Posted m;k_e;,F!ee Library
39 Views ‘
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THE STEWARDS OF OUR LIBRARY

TUCKER FREE OVER TIME




It doesn't happen...

without the dedication of staff, trustees, and
friends.

..Without the support of Henniker residents.

..without the care provided by many stewards.




LOVEYOUR

LIBRARY

BECOMEAFRIEND

The mission of the Friends is to provide a public
organization for the purpose of enhancing the

Tucker Free Library's goal of providing the

residents of Henniker with a center for %
information that stimulates the knowledge,
culture and pure enjoyment of reading and
learning.
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P -
Y Tucker Free Library

Marc Aucoin, Electrician Tom Gloudeman, Stained Keith DeMoura, Metal Work & Lamp

& knower of all the TFL Glass Restoration Expert Restoration Expert
nooks & crannies
Jon Routon, Painting & Woodwork Expert Sam Harding, HVAC & Plumbing Expert -

Charlie MacKenzie, Woodworking Expert
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And we even get a little help from our neighbors at NEC! -




JOINUS ONOCTOBER 27™ AT

2PMTO LEARN ABOUT THE NEXT
CHAPTER IN OUR STORY ...

REACHING HIGHER:

LIBRARY SAFETY AND ACCESSIBILITY
PROJECT




