Corments snd 5uz.esticns on the Cabinet sriicle

Introductory

Over forty yesrs szo I'was fortunate enoush to be able to
biy from sn o0ld book desler in Manchester 8 box of manuscrict
reterial relating tc Henriker in the late 1Eth and early 19th{
centiries, which he said he had zot"from & box out of the attlic
o the tre Ben Yove farm in Deerinz." Thererers proved to have
beenthose of %illiam Wallace, whose daughter Mary became the
wife of Bejamrin F,3ove. They 1ncluded personsl eccounts, &

263 vaze ledzer of his makini cf spinninz wheels, with the .
barter nayrents for them by his debters, etc.; @ consjderabfg
atch of documents relatins to Wallace's service as selectmen
enda very large collectlon of pavers relative to his activities
@5 & Justlce of the reace. These papers, both personsl and offi-
clal, have yielded me much informsticn not available in any otrer

waway. Aronz trem are ac-ounts having to do wgth the gettlemnt
of James Aallace's estete, receirts from James (Thomas Q. for his
sheére in rayinz foe hils zrandmother's board, etc. etec.

From Parker's History of Londonderry 1851, pp. 368-G.

In 1720, & company of exizrsnts, on their psssage
fror Ireland to this country, were taken by Plrates, and -
while in thel hands, Mrs.Wilson was delivered of her first
child, which so moved the pirate band, snd rarticularly the
ceptsin, who had a wife and farily, that he permitted them
to rursue thelr voysze, bestowinz upvon ¥rs.Wilson scme vsl-

uable articles of apprarel, amonz which wss & silk dress,
pleces of which are still retained amonz her descendants
&3 remorials of her peril and of her deliverance. The Cap-
taln of the band obtained from her the promise, thet she
Wwould call the babe by the namre of his wife. The company
of erizrants arrived safely, and were emong the early. set-
tlers of this town. Their siznal deliverance wss commems
orated by thre annual observence of @ day of ghéthkszivings
durinzy that zenerstion. The child was named Msry, and
became the wife of Jsmes Wallace. Nrs.Wilson, efter the
defth ¢f her hustand, married James Clark, whose son John'
was the father of ¥Mrs.Woodburn. o

This 1s tre oldest printed account of Ocesn Born Mery and probably
the mosthtrustworthy. The author, Rev. Edward L.Parker, was va&stor
of the:Presbyterian Cwurch of Derry (crizinally the old Esst Parish
Church of Londonderry) from 1810 until his death in 1850. (The
History wss published posthumcusly, by his son, irn 1851.) Mr.
Parker was ezrly interested in thre history of Londondrry and
delivered an histecricel sddress in his church in 1815 on the
centennlal of the settlement. Durlin; his lifetime he knew one
of ¥ary's children well (Elizabeth Pestterson , whc did not die
until 1833) snd many of her srendchildren, as well as mimercus
fellow-townsmen whe hed known James and Mary wWallace well. There-
{ore one ouszht rever tc lose sisht of treaccount by Parker, &s
lixely tc conteln more truth then any of the lzter =rd more fanci-
ful stories.
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Comrents - 2.
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r.3: Where 4o ycu zet the nare Wolf? I doubt that anycne
has been able to identify the rir ate's vessel.
See Parker sztove for surprcrt for the nesre beinz that
cof tre wife.
Par.4 (end) Ycu mizht suprort your stetement by the record
that widow Elizabeth Wilson ard her dauzhter Mary are
;iven 3 shere esch of lend beinz divided amonz the
orizlinsl zrantees.

Column 3: B

Par.%: Four scns and a daughter were all the children that
lived toc adulthocd, tut see my account of the Family
for all who "were born.... during thel#9lgegrs of
thely rarrisze." '

Thoras~” was not sc shadowy 88 ycu thcuzht. DSee ny
gcccunt on p.3 of "Wallace." Born 1744, nct 1745.
Par.4: Robtert settled in H. in 1777, not 1774. See account p.4.

Psr.5: The"traditional coach-gnd-four" seems not tc have zone
beck of the pld lady Roy's visions of Ocesn Mary
riding up to the house behind four hcrses. Cozswell
in one of his mere florid outbursts in his 18E0
History of Henniker to his "elmost royal " ride to
church on Sundays, with the fellow townsmen bowing
like peassnts by the rosdsise, but I doubt the reallty
of tat picture. Robert was & zentlemantof distinguished
behavior and proper dress and hizhly resvected by the
citizenry, but he wes also an honest citizen of the
tre younz republic snd probably behaved in character.
He did own & chalse which was taxed during the years
1809 to 1814 st various appraisals from %0 to 100
dollars. Durinzg those years the town tax lists show
12 persons who owned "chaises" or "carriazes" of
sufficient elezsnce to be taxed; only three of these
sre listed &t the hizhest value, and one of those is
always that of Robert Wallacse, Esq. There 1is no
reason to believe it wes drewn by more than one palr
of horses.

Column 4: " '
Par.l: There should be no mystery about Robert's money. EHe

was an astute businees man, the son of a father
who hed teen successful in land speculation and who
no doubt brouzhttup his sons to be both honest and
practical. Robert brouzht very larze numbers of
pieces of land in H. and in some of the surrounding
towns. Scme he held for & lonz time, others he sold
at a profit quickly. He took mortzazes from time ™ -
tc time, end he evidently lent money readily to zood
vrosrects. In these pre-bankiny dsys, most well-to-do
made money by lendinzg &t fairly hizh retes of lntersst.
Begides, Robert hsd a heme farm cf about 250 acres,
@hich he carried on succegasfully , ralsinz stock
end hrcrases to te sold down country as well as locally.

Trere were toc tre rerquisites fror hig lsw practice, etc.

It is easy for us today alsc to evazserste the cost
of Fobert's hcuse; it was, of course, a fine house
for 1ts dey but not s extravazant as a conparsbly



Cormwrents - 3.

ruilding would be at tre vresent tirme. We forzet the
dirference in availsbility of lumber, for instance.
Probtably not & sinzle rlece of wocd went into thls house
that was cut on Wellsce's own land:! 4And the huse pile
of tricks that form the chimneys were presurably made
in 8 sxrall brikyard trat once was situcted a few rods
west of the house. Ancther thiinz we forzet is that
sk1lled labor was cheaD, compared with later tires.

I do not know who built this house, tut thers were

-geveral skilful Jolners (cerventers) and hosewrizhts ,
rere gnd 1in Horkinton. Few ncuses were conpleted rapldly

i» trese esrly times; 1t was the custor to move in with
only a few rooms finished and to do the rest when money
and time were svallable. Of ccurse, 1 know nothing

sbout how thés house went,except for one item. 1In

William Wellace's ledzer under date of Sept.1801 there

13 this entry in the accrunt s%ainst Jeorze Addison cf
Horkinton, joiner: "to turning the Bannister for Major
Wallsce's ateirs by your request.” So the beautiful
stairczse in the house wss not corpleted until nearly 20
years after the house was erected’ St

Son James was the first innkeeper in what is now the
villaze of Hennlker, but not the first cne in town;

=there were sevral before him. :

{Bast sentence ir this Par.) You hvayesconfused tow
Robert V.vallaces. The first, son of Jares, born 1779,
was & merchant snd riller; the second, born 1847, ws
zrendson of James and son of Jonas, and he zraduated
2t Dartrouth in 1867, became 8 lawyer and served as
a justice of the Bupericr Ccurt of N.H. 1893-1901 and
Cnhief Justice fromc 1901-1910. He 1lived in Milford -

(1 rocmed in colleze with hils son Robert B. for our
freshmen year.) _

Par.2: Drop the smuz3ling conjecture. Robert Wallace's cherac-
ter wes never suspsect 1in any way in his own day, &nd
14 toc bad to smirch it at this late date. Besides,
Lord's story about srmuzzling 1s vazue and without dates;
I think it must date from a time after the -War of 1812,
which was the pericd of mest of thse adventures. Ccunter-
fweitiny alwsys went ofi, as 1t stil! dces, but to accuse
Wallace of it would be as strdnze as to gttack the DSec-
retery cf the Treasury. Lesve the imazininzgs to the
Roys and Holzer medlums.

Par.3: When did Mary move to Robert's? Never. I have in my
vossessicn a double sheet of parer on which william
kert a8 reccrd of hils anrual settlerent with his HNephew
Jares for te lstter's share in the expense of boarding
his zrandwother. Thls shows Williamw charzing as follcws:

7 years boerdlng my Hon @ Mcther to July 6 L8OS

75 Dollars Ter yeer........ . %$25.00

From July € 1B0S to July € 1837~ 2 years  200.00

Sept.24 1808 this day settled for Board of widow
Yaryiellsce to the present time &8t two dollsrs
ver Weex $127.00 B

gert.15 1809 (similarly--51 weeks) 102.00

Oct.20 1£10 " 41 wez=ks at 32 and 1€ weeks at

twres dollsrs fifty cents per week 128400



Comments - 4,

Auz.3 1811 Board o3 abcve settled up to this date

1€ weeks 18? when sick 4E ,00
25 de 12 E0.00
.  T56.00

(This is reckoninz at nﬁi@g shillings to a doliar)
Sert.19th 1812 Settled for board ur tc this date

30 weeks at 18/ $60.00
3845 do - 12/ _77.00
5727.00

In esch of these there isxiwitmess are the siznatures

of ¥llllsm and Jamés to the sccounts.

Altroush thls pearer ends here there is no rezscn tec believe th:
there wes not & finel settlement after NMary's death,

wh 1ck occurred sbout a year and a half later. At any

rete, the best evddence thet she died where she had 1lived

so lonz, in the Willilam ¥Wsllece home, is the fact that

she was burled in Willlam's fazily lot in the Center
Cemetery behind the Town Eall in H., not in Rotert's lot.
His entlre ferily 2re laid to rest in the Depot Hill
Cemetery, half a mile south of the one where William's
farily, including Mary,lie. By the way the census

_records of both 1800 and 1810 show Hary living with Willilar.
“W1lIaenclose 8 mot very z0od smapshot of the William'
Wallace house--I suppose the only picture of it in ex-
l1stence. It was taken by my sister in Sept.1918, when

she and I were walking by 1t; 1t had lons teen abandoned
then and was rapidly zcinz to pleces. . A year or two

later (I have not been stle to learn exactly when) it
burned to the zround.

Colurn 5:

Par.l: Wwhen I first saw _,6,000 acre zrant" I thcouzht it
wa3 a misprint, tut I find the same fizure in Holzer
and conclude 1t must zc back toc Roy. It is & “ridiculdus
flzure: the whole town of H. contains only abecut 26,000 ~*
acres. Robert's farm was one of about 250 acres, witk additio:
8l pasture and wood land at & distance. Willlam's farm was
of almecst the same size. : T

Per.3: I grintrigued by your quotation frem William Wellace's
day-bock. Do you know where that book is today? The
date you 3zive for Mery's cominz azrees with what I zather
from tre documents I havem but I should ruch like to
cormpare the deybock with the ledzer, etc.

Column 6€:
Par.2: Rotert Wallace farm remsined in possession of his

farlly , althoush occuried some of the tire by bénants,

until 1834 when 1t was sold to wsshington Berry, & zo0d
farrer, who keprt ur both land and buildinzs. He sold
out in 1864, and soon after that Jasres Dowlin bouzht
it, snd he and his scn owned it until shortly before
the loys ceme . It was not well csred for sfter about
1600 and was in desperszte conditicn when the rHoys.ceame.

Tre mllls of Rotert Wallace Jr. were rot in West

Hennilker, btut gt the sc-called lmwex uprer dam in the
the villaze, wheyevt¥e or the esst bank, orrcsite the
site of the leter shoe shor and rig factory.



Comments 5.

I £ind Holzer's book wholly unrelisble or Ccesn Mery.
I hecsre distrustfil carly In my reeding, but when I care to
tre vlace where he describes the hcuse as (v.12€) "a rec tangular
cailding of sray stone and brown trim, very well vreserved"
I decided thet a rerson who cannot tell clarbtoerds fror stone
carrot e relied uron te rake zny correct observaticna. No
wernder hle "facts™ in tre story ere almost useless!

I discover I foriot o comrent on Cclurn 5, last Par.
07 .the valnted es3le a-d sters. This wss of course done Ty one
of tre 1tinersnt rsinters of the first quarter cf tre 1Gth
century (forerunners of intericr dec orstors) wre went. sbout
doilny murals for resscnatle. Some of therx were guite skilful
end ertistic, cihers very ordinery. There are erny hcuses in
goutre'n N.H.wbict contein treilr decor egtlons; very few of the.m
gre well vreserved, however, :rd zlnost all of them have st
one tire or ancther been parered over. 3Jus Xcy d1d a fine
1ot in restolinsy t-is one, which weg in bad ghere whcn 1 first
86w 1t. e reedn't have tried to essizn 1t to ¥Yary's hendiwork,

however.



